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    March 17 - Removal of the Crown

October 20 - Re-Crowning Mass with 
Main Celebrant Bishop Joe Vazquez

SPECIAL 
MASSES
Sunday 11:00am

"When I place the crown on Our Lady's head, it means that I take it upon myself to see to it 
that the Church again becomes the spiritual leader and guide of the world"   

Fr. Joseph Kentenich
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MARIAN SHRINE OF
OUR LADY OF SCHOENSTATT

1. What does it mean to crown the Blessed Mother?
The offering of a crown to Mary answers the central underlying human need to love and to be loved. To honor her greatness as a Queen 
allows us to see her image and the features of Christ in ourselves and others. Each crowning has a specific meaning to whoever offers a 
crown to the Blessed Mother. Sometimes the crowning symbolizes an urgent petition. In 1942 in the concentration camp at Dachau, Fr. 
Kentenich and his fellow companions secretly offered the Blessed Mother a simple crowning under the title “Mother of Bread” 
during a time of severe starvation, other times she is crowned in thanksgiving for her guidance and protection. 

2. Why are we crowning the Blessed Mother now?
The Schoenstatt Family of Austin originally crowned the Blessed Mother in 2015, one year after the dedication of the Shrine. This year 
we celebrate the 5th anniversary of the Shrine and we want to show Mary how grateful we are for all the graces and blessings that 
she distributes from her shrine. To do so we wish to honor her with a re-crowning in gratitude and to ask for her ongoing blessings and 
guidance for the future.

3. What is our special petition for this crowning?
As a movement we ask the Blessed Mother to bring us closer to her son, to remove every obstacle and lead us in our mission of renewing 
our Church and world for Christ. We will be crowning the Blessed Mother under the title “Mother Thrice Admirable, Queen and 
Victress of Schoenstatt, Queen of ______(being discerned this year). Each individual is encouraged to add a personal intention for the re-
crowning and may also crown their personal image of the Blessed Mother or pilgrim MTA. Members of the Movement will be gathering 
all the petitions and creating a special prayer for the re-crowning.

4. How can I participate and prepare for the crowning?
People prepare spiritually for a crowning through a time of increased prayer, striving and sacrifice.  Every crowning  includes an act of 
self surrender. We cannot honor Mary as Queen without placing ourselves as instruments at her service. In the deepest meaning of the 
word, the gift of a crown symbolizes the offering of our lives to the Blessed Mother. As a Movement we are preparing through the 
following times of prayer and Adoration at the Shrine: 

- Attend 24 hour Adoration, each month starting at  7:00pm on the 17th until the 18th at 7:00pm
- Receive the traveling crown in your homes and gather to pray
- Offer sacrifices and increased prayers during this year

5. What is the history of our crown?
The crown is a gift from the Schoenstatt Family Branch. They designed it and invited the entire movement to participate in the crowning 
life stream in 2015.  It includes special pieces from members of the Movement and represents the Family Branch’s ideal to grow in 
holiness as a Family. 

6. When is the happening?
We will have a special ceremony to remove the crown at the Holy Mass on Sunday, March 17,  at 11:00am.
Everyone is invited to stay for a potluck lunch afterwards.   The crown will begin it's pilgrimage at that time and be
circulated to each group. The Blessed Mother will be re-crowned in our Shrine at our annual October Feast Day Mass
on Sunday, October 20 at 11:00am with Bishop Joe Vazquez as the main celebrant.  

7. Who do I contact for more information?
JC Gama and Matte Hudson, leaders of the Schoenstatt Family Branch 
Email:  jcgama01@gmail.com or matehudson@yahoo.com




